


Speak, O Lord, as we come to You

To receive the food of Your Holy Word.

Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,

That the light of Christ might be seen today

In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.

Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us

All Your purposes for Your glory.



Teach us, Lord, full obedience,

Holy reverence, true humility;

Test our thoughts and our attitudes

In the radiance of Your purity.

Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see

Your majestic love and authority.

Words of pow’r that can never fail—

Let their truth prevail over unbelief.



Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;

Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time

That will echo down through eternity.

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises,

And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.

Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built

And the earth is filled with Your glory.



Speak O Lord
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubRlJj8xkds




Icebreaker
The Poll Game

YES

NO

pollev.com/sunsetwomen



I came to faith in Jesus through  
a Christian woman in my life.



I have at least 3 significant 
relationships with other Christian 

women at Sunset Church.



I currently serve in a ministry at 
Sunset Church.



The Women’s Ministry does not stand alone. 
It is one component of the church’s 

discipleship ministry.



Establish intergenerational connections 
between women of God to better equip 

them to live out biblical womanhood and 
the gospel of Jesus to their communities 

and beyond



Titus 2:1

“But as for you, teach what accords with sound 
doctrine…”

Definition of sound:

same root as hygiene, which means to be well and in 
good health (true)



Titus 2:3-5

“Older women likewise are to be reverent in 

behavior; not slanderers or slaves to much wine. 

They are to teach what is good, and so train the 

young women to love their husbands and children, 

to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, and 

submissive to their own husbands, that the word of 

God may not be reviled.”



Women’s Mentoring Ministry

✢ Nothing sacred about the idea of “mentoring,” 

but there is something very sacred about the 

gospel of Jesus Christ

✢ Scripture is not prescriptive on how these single 

gender intergenerational relationships happen, 

but they are to be present in a growing church



“Somehow the church must see 
that younger women have contact 

with older women.” 
Phillip H. Towner, The Letters to Timothy and Titus



Titus 2:12b-13

“…to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 

the present age, while we wait for the blessed hope – 

the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ…”



The “already” but “not yet.”



Biblical Discipleship

Biblical discipleship is always outward focused. 

True biblical community energizes us to reflect 

God’s glory in our homes, churches, neighborhoods, 

and beyond.



Where We’ve Been

2012-2013
Establishing a biblical basis for 

older and younger women to 

have meaningful relationships

2014
Understanding and 
articulating our design as 
women according to the Bible

2015
Discovering our individual 
callings in the context of living 
out the gospel as women of God

2016
Elevating Scripture as our 
highest authority and gaining 
the skills to understand the 
message of the Bible for 
ourselves

2017
Training women as leaders in 
the context of the church and 
greater use of their gifts



Regarding our focus on leadership...

✢ Leadership does not equal positional power or 

authority

✢ Can the church offer women challenging, 

significant opportunities to serve?

✢ Psalm 34:3 - “Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt 

his name together.”



Women’s Mentoring Covenant

2-hour monthly 
meetings from 
March-December 
understanding that 
you can only miss a 
maximum of 2 
meetings

A regular attendee 
of Sunset Church or 
a Sunset Church 
small group

Willing to learn 
from an “older” 
woman of the faith



Women’s Mentoring Covenant

Desirous to see the 
truths of Scripture 
manifested in your 
thoughts and 
actions and a 
character that 
manifest the fruits 
of the Spirit

Willing to be 
discrete and 
maintain 
confidentiality with 
any information 
that is shared 
between group 
members

Willing to  submit to 
the leadership at 
Sunset Church, 
including the pastors 
and elders, and the 
Women’s Ministry 
Team



The Word at the Center
Chapter 1, “Word-Filled Women’s Ministry”

Uphold Scripture as the ultimate authority in our lives and commit to the 

Word as the center of any ministry 



Isaiah 55:10-11

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven

    and do not return there but water the earth,

    making it bring forth and sprout,

    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

  so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

    it shall not return to me empty,

    but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,

    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 



1. God’s Word is God speaking

✢ “In our thirst for deeply spiritual meaning, we 
can forget how deeply personal are the 
Scriptures.” (p. 22)

✢ “The living Word is as real as the bread we enjoy 
for breakfast and through which our body is 
energized.” (p.24)

✢ How, then, do we respond?



2.   God’s Word is powerful

✢ “...it shall not return to me empty…”
✢ “...it will accomplish what I purpose…” (v.11)
✢ Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two- edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.



Isaiah 55:1-3a
Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;

    and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!

    Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,

    and your labor for that which does not satisfy?

 Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,

    and delight yourselves in rich food.

  Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live;

    and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

    my steadfast, sure love for David.



3.  God’s Word is for everyone

✢



Isaiah 55:1-3a
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

    my steadfast, sure love for David.

Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples,

    a leader and commander for the peoples.

Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,

    and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,

    because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,

    for he has glorified you. 



4.  God’s Word is all about Jesus

✢ Overarching storyline of Scripture
✢ How can we understand our stories in light of 

the big story of God creating a people for 
Himself through His Son?

✢ Sunset Church’s 5M’s 
○ Meet Jesus
○ Mature in Jesus
○ Ministry for Jesus
○ Missional for Jesus
○ Multiply for Jesus



Isaiah 55:6-7
Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

   call upon him while he is near;

 let the wicked forsake his way, 

   and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

 let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,

    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.



5.  God’s Word is a matter of life and death

✢ “...while he may be found…”
✢ “...while he is near…” (v.6)
✢ “It follows then, that in our lives and ministries, 

we will be actively responding to and calling 
others to respond to God’s Word.” (p.35)



6.  God’s Word is beautiful

✢ “Our ministries exist not simply for the 
purpose of helping people live well now; our 
ministries, like our whole lives, must aim for 
the end, when we’ll see Jesus face to face.” (p.39)



Isaiah 55:12-13

For you shall go out in joy

    and be led forth in peace;

    the mountains and the hills before you

    shall break forth into singing,

    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

    Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;

    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;

    and it shall make a name for the LORD,

    an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.



Our Response



✢ Read Chapter 1, “The Word at the Center”
✢ Commit to a regular Scripture reading

○ ESV Bible App, Read Scripture App

✢ Be equipped in how to study God’s Word
○ “Women of the Word” by Jen Wilkin



Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands 
in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in 

the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a 
tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season and its 

leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 

Psalm 1:1-3



Schedule + Upcoming Topics

MARCH 
Loving and Serving the Local Church as Women
APRIL 
Into the World: Making Christ Known
MAY
Examining the Fullness of Our Salvation
JUNE 
Examining the Spiritual Life


