


“Christ’s body is made up of people who are equally 
unworthy and vastly diverse, learning to forgive and 
show grace, to love and care for one another - all under 
the cross of Jesus who loves them, died for them, and 
offers them resurrection life.” (p.102)



Icebreaker

✢ The most positive experience I’ve had with church is…
✢ A healthy, thriving church should…
✢ Ministering as women in the local church means...



The Women’s Ministry does not stand alone. 
It is one component of the church’s 

discipleship ministry.



Establish intergenerational connections between women of 
God to better equip them to live out biblical womanhood and 

the gospel of Jesus to their communities and beyond



“But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine…” 
Titus 2:1



Where We’ve Been

✢ FEB The Word at the Center
✢ MAR Word on Women: Enjoying Distinction
✢ APR The Ends of the Earth: Thinking Global
✢ MAY The Local Church: Finding Where We Fit



Panel Discussion:
The Local Church: Finding Where We Fit

✢ May Deng
✢ Betty Lee
✢ Liz Lee



Why the church?

“It is often a messy business to live week in and week out 
with brothers and sisters in the church...It can be 
tempting to avoid the more complicated connections that 
involve time in the physical presence of needy people.” 
(p.96)









Goals

✢ To articulate the gospel message and its relevance 
to a fallen and broken world

✢ To recognize our tensions in this present life – 
the already, but not yet of our salvation

✢ To consider the implications of our salvation and 
our relationship (worship) of God and with others

✢ To identify hope as the distinguishing mark of 
every Christian believer



“The reality of the gospel was the essential grounding for 
all of life in their community.” (p.93)



“To the church of God that is in Corinth, 
to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to be saints together with all those who in 
every place call upon the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours”

1 Corinthians 1:2



2 Corinthians 5:14-15

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore 
all have died;and he died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for him 
who for their sake died and was raised.



What is salvation?

something that prevents or saves someone or something 
from danger, loss, or failure 

(Longman Dictionary)



What is salvation?

✢ Salvation necessarily implies that something is 
wrong

✢ Things are not the way they’re supposed to be
✢ Our inability to do anything about our rescue



Romans 7:24

Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from 
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 



“It relates in one way or another to all of mankind, without 
exception...it is the theme of both the Old and New Testaments...and 

it centers on the greatest Person, our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(Charles Ryrie)



Hebrews 2:3

How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? 



Though created in His image and made to reflect 
His likeness, humanity has sinned against God 
(we’ve messed it up). Sin is missing the mark of 
God’s standard.  It is anything that is contrary to the 
nature of God.



Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be

There is inherent good in humanity.  This reflects 
our being created in God’s image.  But there is also 
an acknowledged badness.  



What is sin?
✢ Sin clarifies the essential problem of the 

relationship between God and humanity
✢ A light view of sin produces a light view of our 

salvation
✢ “An accurate understanding of sin keeps our 

expectations much more realistic, and a study 
of human depravity keeps us from being too 
easily discouraged by the behavior of people.” 
(Pyne, Humanity and Sin)



What is sin?
✢ “Sin is missing the mark, badness, rebellion, 

iniquity, going astray, wickedness, wandering, 
ungodliness, crime, lawlessness, transgression, 
ignorance, and a falling away.”



Romans 5:12

 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one 
man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men because all sinned -



Isaiah 53:6

All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned—every one—to his own way;

and the LORD has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.



Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



Total Depravity

✢ Total depravity means we are hopeless and 
helpless to do anything about our fallen nature.

✢ We are “essentially and unchangeably bad apart 
from divine grace.”



Salvation, therefore, is necessary work. 
We need rescue!



What is the gospel?

✢ Though created in His image and made to 
reflect His likeness, humanity has sinned 
against God (we’ve messed it up). Sin is missing 
the mark of God’s standard. It is anything that 
is contrary to the nature of God.



What is the gospel?

✢ The gospel means “good news”
✢ Christ died for our sins and rose again from the 

dead. 1 Corinthians 15:3-5 
✢ Belief in Jesus reconciles us to God (John 3:36).



Vision of Sunset Church 

We exist to glorify God by making gospel 
transformed disciples in our city and in the world. 



Salvation in the Old Testament

How is the theme of salvation present in the Old 
Testament?  What did this mean for God’s people?



Salvation in the Old Testament

✢ Hebrew yasa, “to be wide or roomy” in contrast 
to “narrow or restricted”

✢  Delivering a person or group of people from 
distress or danger, from a “restricted” condition 
in which they are unable to help themselves

✢  Used over 350 times in Old Testament, e.g., 
Psalm 98:1



Joshua 4:20-24

And those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up 
at Gilgal. And he said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask their 
fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ then you shall let 
your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ For the 
LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed 
over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us 
until we passed over, so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the 
hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God 
forever.



Salvation in the New Testament
✢ Greek sozo (“to save”) and soter (“Savior”) and 

soteria (”salvation”)
✢  The Old Testament concept of deliverance is 

carried over to the New Testament.  The plan of 
God for salvation is enacted by Jesus Christ, 
who is Savior of man.

✢  Jesus is a Greek transliteration for “Joshua,” in 
Hebrew, which means “Yahweh is my 
salvation”



Acts 2:37

Now when they heard this they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
"Brothers, what shall we do?" 



Past, Present, and Future

“Salvation has past, present, and future tenses…we have 
been saved from the penalty of sin forever…we are being 
saved moment by moment from the power of sin…and 
with eager anticipation we look forward to being saved 
from the presence of sin altogether.”

 



Past, Present, and Future

PAST  Titus 3:5                    Justification

PRESENT Hebrews 7:25        Sanctification 

FUTURE 1 John 3:1-2            Glorification

 



Accomplishments of Christ’s Death and Resurrection

✢ Substitution for Sinners
✢ Redemption with Respect to Sin
✢ Reconciliation with Respect to the World
✢ Propitiation with Respect to God
✢ Justification
✢ Judgment of the Sin Nature
✢ The End of the Law
✢ Adoption



False Belief Consequences God’s Answer

I must meet certain standards to 
feel good about myself.

Fear of failure; perfectionism; drive to succeed; 
manipulation of others to achieve success; 
withdrawal from healthy risks

JUSTIFICATION

McGee, Robert S.  The Search for Significance.  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2003.
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I am what I am.  I cannot change.  
I am hopeless.

Feelings of shame, hopelessness, and inferiority; 
passivity; loss of creativity; isolation; withdrawal 
from others

REGENERATION



Our Response



Applications

✢ Christ loved us and died for us even in the midst 
of our depravity, and He is now transforming 
us, producing good in us by the work of Spirit.



Applications

✢ The doctrine of depravity should not drive us 
toward self-loathing, but toward confession, 
compassion, faithfulness, and prayer.

Confession            1 John 1:8-9
Compassion          Romans 15:7
Faithfulness          Hebrews 10:19-23
Prayer                 1 Thessalonians 5:17



Applications

✢ Preaching the gospel to ourselves



2 Corinthians 5:14-15

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore 
all have died; and he died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for him 
who for their sake died and was raised.



Applications
✢ Who do you conclude Jesus to be?
✢ “Start with why”
✢ “Belief in Jesus will cost us something that we 

deeply value” 
✢ Galatians 2:20



Reading Assignment

✢ Read notes on “Accomplishments of Christ’s 
Death and Resurrection” with Scripture 
references (see handout)

✢ Read “How Salvation Brings Freedom” (article by 
Jen Wilkin on Gospel Coalition website)

✢ Listen to “Living Our Transformation” Women's 
Workshop 2016 (optional) 



Schedule + Upcoming Topics

JULY 
Examining the Spiritual Life


