


Biblical discipleship is always outward focused. 

True biblical community energizes us to reflect 

God’s glory in our homes, churches, 

neighborhoods, and beyond.



“Our ministries exist not simply for the purpose of 
helping people live well now; our ministries, like our 

whole lives, must aim for the end, when we’ll see 
Jesus face to face.” (p.39)



Discussion:
The Ends of the Earth: Thinking Global

REVIEW
1. Saturate yourself in the Word. Apply his truth to your life, even if we 

don't say anything, we're showing it in what we value. 
2. Share messages of life - present biblical truth in the form of stories.
3. Model self-sacrificial love.
4. Invite, invite, invite keep inviting and connect them with the local body 

of believers. 
5. Be prepared for an answer for the hope that is within.  Seize the moment 

of opportunity.  Leave those you engage  with a God statement. 
6. Be bold and not be afraid.  Make the most of every opportunity and be 

intentional.



Discussion:
The Ends of the Earth: Thinking Global

1. “The day-to-day issues and methods will indeed differ 
from one country to the next, but the most fruitful 
ministries among women across the globe have three things 
in common: saturation in the Word of God, 
clarity about the gospel, and connection with 
the local church.” (p.133)

Why are these three things important in all ministry?



Discussion:
The Ends of the Earth: Thinking Global

2. “...the ways women minister among and to one 
another are as diverse as the different cultures where 
they minister.” (p.133) 

In what ways did you find this statement to be true 
after hearing from our speaker, Felicity Chan, and 
reading Chapter 6? 



The Local Church:
Finding Where We Fit

Chapter 4



“There is something uniquely powerful 
about unity among believers on display 

in the local church.” (p.152)



Why the church?

“It is often a messy business to live week in and week out 
with brothers and sisters in the church...It can be 
tempting to avoid the more complicated connections that 
involve time in the physical presence of needy people.” 
(p.96)



Why the church?

“It is the painful tension between what the church 
claims to be and what it seems to be; between the divine 
ideal and the human reality; between romantic talk about 
‘the bride of Christ’ and the very unromantic, ugly, 
unholy, and quarrelsome Christian community we know 
ourselves to be.”



Why the church?

“It is the tension between our final, glorious destiny in 
heaven and our present, very inglorious performance on 
earth. This is the ambiguity of the church.” 

(quoted from John Stott, p.97)



Why the church?

✢ 1 Peter 2:9
✢ Ephesians 2:19-21



Our Preconceptions

The church is NOT ...
✢ Physical structure
✢ National organization
✢ Denomination
✢ Existential event
✢ Pastor



The Church in Scripture
New Testament: ekklesia 
114 occurrences 
✢ Acts = 23, Paul’s Letters = 62, Hebrews = 2, James = 1, 

3 John = 3, Revelation = 20
✢ 110 related to Christian church

✢ Gathering
✢ Local church
✢ Christians in geographical area
✢ Body of Christ



Westminster Confession (1647)

“The catholic, or universal church, which is invisible, 
consists of the whole number of the elect, that have 
been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ 
the head thereof.”

✢ The local church is a manifestation of the universal 
church in a particular locale, or place.



The Church, a New Reality

Old Testament, New Testament



J. Scott Horrell. From the Ground Up: New Testament Foundations for the 21st Century Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2004. 



J. Scott Horrell. From the Ground Up: New Testament Foundations for the 21st Century Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2004. 



Romans 11:33-35
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how 
inscrutable his ways!

“For who has known the mind of the Lord,

or who has been his counselor?”

“Or who has given a gift to him

that he might be repaid?”

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
To him be glory forever. Amen. 



Ephesians 3:10

...so that through the church the manifold wisdom of 
God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places.



Vision of Sunset Church

We exist to glorify God by making gospel transformed 
disciples of all peoples, in our city, and in the world.



How do we do this?



Ephesians 4

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 



Ephesians 4

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called 
to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all. But grace was given to 
each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 
Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of 
captives, and he gave gifts to men.”



Ephesians 4

...And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 



Ephesians 4
....so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from 
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every 
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love. 



Questions

✢ How and where can I serve most effectively?
✢ What responsibility has the Lord put in front of me?
✢ What needs do I see that I can fill today?



Where do we fit as women?

“The cost of neglecting the giftedness of women in the 
local church is far-reaching.” (p. 100)



Where do we fit as women?

“The body of Christ is filled with capable women who 
are eager to serve Christ in the context of the local 
church, serving under the authority of church 
leadership.” (p. 100)



Where do we fit as women?

“Remember, churches are outposts of heaven. There is 
so much to do in the local church: Bible study, discipline, 
teaching, hospitality, service, outreach. Where better to 
spend our time, our talents, our gifts, our resources, and 
our loves with true family in this outpost of our ultimate 
home?” (p. 152)



“Christ’s body is made up of people who are equally 
unworthy and vastly diverse, learning to forgive and 
show grace, to love and care for one another - all under 
the cross of Jesus who loves them, died for them, and 
offers them resurrection life.” (p.102)



 Creating a Beautiful and Balanced Church

✢ Commitment to God’s Word
✢ Commitment to One Another



Commitment to God’s Word 

✢ Encourages accountability
✢ Encourages ongoing biblical growth



Commitment to One Another

✢ Encourages authentic ministry
✢ Encourages evangelism
✢ Encourages helpful affirmation



Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within 
us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.



Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;

Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time

That will echo down through eternity.

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises,

And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.

Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built

And the earth is filled with Your glory.



Our Response



Applications

✢ Become a member of the church.
✢ Maintain a high view of church.
✢ Speak well of the church. 
✢ Serve and build the church (1 Cor 14:12).
✢ Think and act humbly.
✢ Submit to church leadership.
✢ Remember the persecuted church.



Reading Assignment

✢ Read Chapter 4, “The Local Church: Finding 
Where We Fit” (Cindy Cochran)



Schedule + Upcoming Topics

JUNE 
Examining the Fullness of Our Salvation
Invite a friend!


