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The Word at the Center: Hearing God Speak

1. In our thirst for deeply personal meaning, we can 
forget how deeply personal are the Scriptures.  (p.22) 

In what ways is this statement true in your life?
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2. If the Bible really is God speaking, then it follows 
that each of us human beings needs more than anything 
else in the world to look up and receive this Word, every 
day of our lives.  (p.24)

Does this statement reflect your view of Scripture in 
your life? Why or why not?
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3.  If this Word is that powerful, then it follows that we 
can trust it.  (p.25)

In what ways do we distrust  God’s Word or lean 
on other sources for authority in our lives?
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The Word at the Center: Hearing God Speak

REVIEW

1. God’s Word is God speaking.
2. God’s Word is powerful.
3. God’s Word is for everyone.
4. God’s Word is all about Jesus.
5. God’s Word is a matter of life and death.
6. God’s Word is beautiful.



Teach us, Lord, full obedience,

Holy reverence, true humility;

Test our thoughts and our attitudes

In the radiance of Your purity.

Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see

Your majestic love and authority.

Words of pow’r that can never fail—

Let their truth prevail over unbelief.



The Word on Women: 
Enjoying Distinction

Chapter 2



Genesis 1:1

"In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth.”



Hebrews 4:3

By faith we understand that the universe was created by 
the Word of God, so that what is seen was not made out 
of things that are visible.



Revelation 4:11

Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your 
will they existed and were created.



Days of Creation

Day 1: Light/Darkness (Day/Night)

Day 2: Heavens/Sky/Atmosphere

Day 3: Earth/Waters

Day 4: Moon/Sun

Day 5: Living Creatures

Day 6: Man



Genesis 1:26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 

livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 

thing that creeps on the earth.”



Genesis 1:27

So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them.



“The fact that I am a woman demands that in some ways my identity 
and roles will be different from a man's. Despite being equal image 

bearers, we are not the same. God even chooses to reveal aspects of His 
nature through my womanhood that could not be understood otherwise. 
So in this sense, gender itself is as much a gift - a grace - as intellect or 

personality could ever be." 

Hannah Anderson, Made for More: An Invitation to Live in God’s Image



Genesis 2:4-7
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when 
they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the 
earth and the heavens. When no bush of the field was yet in 
the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for 
the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there 
was no man to work the ground, and a mist was going up 
from the land and was watering the whole face of the 
ground—then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
the man became a living creature.



Genesis 2

1. Man was created first.
2. Man had the responsibility of leadership that 

woman did not have.
3. Woman was created as a helper fit for him.



Genesis 2:15-17

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden 
of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God 
commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of 
every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 
eat of it you shall surely die.”



Genesis 2:18

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 





Genesis 2:20-22

But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 
So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed 
up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God 
had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. 



Genesis 2:23

“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.”



Genesis 2:24

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.



“In the partnership of two spiritually equal human beings, man 
and woman, the man bears the primary responsibility to lead 

the partnership in a God-glorifying direction.” 

Raymond Ortlund, Chapter 3  Male-Female Equality and Male Headship
in Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood: A Response to Evangelical 

Feminism



“...divine calling to take primary responsibility for Christlike, 
servant-leadership, protection, and provision in the home.  

John Piper, What’s the Difference? Manhood and Womanhood 
According to the Bible



There is subordination in Genesis 2, but it is a very 
specific kind of subordination - the kind that makes one 
person out of two. According to Genesis 2, woman was 

created to be a help to man, not to be a servant or a slave. 
She was created to be a complement to him, making a 
household and children possible. He in turn protected 

her, provided for her, and considered her part of himself, 
a partner in life. He was the head of the relationship, 

head of a relationship that was 'one flesh.'" 
Stephen B. Clark, Man and Woman in Christ: An Examination of Roles of Men and Women in Light of Scripture and Social Science



Genesis 3

“What happens in Genesis 3...is not the cause or start 
date of gender roles but their rejection, disruption, and 
distortion.” (p.48)



Genesis 3

“Instead of the man and the woman ruling creation as 
his representatives under his rule, the Devil (in the form 
of the serpent) led the woman, the woman led the man, 
and they each disobeyed the word of God.” (p.48)



Pre-Fall vs. After the Fall
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Titus 2:11-12

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 
for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed 
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ.



"the glory of gender roles...is that everyone gets to reveal an 
aspect of Jesus' life.”

“Deep mysteries of revelation hang on our gender and on 
playing our assigned roles.”

Kathy Keller, Jesus, Justice, and Gender Roles



“Satan wants nothing more than to keep us in a state of thinking that 
our personal autonomy and right to our own authority is 

paramount...What happens if we get womanhood wrong? If our 
womanhood is meant to tell a story about God and his good design, 

about God and his purpose in making us image-bearers, then 
womanhood matters significantly.”

Courtney Reissig, The Accidental Feminist  



Our Response



✢ Read Chapter 2, The Word on Women: Enjoying 
Distinction  (Claire Smith)

✢ Further study (check your email)



Schedule + Upcoming Topics

APRIL 
Into the World: Making Christ Known
MAY
The Local Church: Finding Where We Fit
JUNE 
Examining the Fullness of Our Salvation
JULY
Examining the Spiritual Life


