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> 2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.



> TITUS 1:15-2:1

To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and 
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and 
their consciences are defiled. They profess to know God, 
but they deny him by their works. They are detestable, 
disobedient, unfit for any good work. 
But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. 



“When women grow increasingly lax in their 

pursuit of biblical literacy, everyone in their 

circle of influence is affected. Rather than act 

as salt and light, we become bland 

contributions to the environments that we 

inhabit and shape…”  

Jen Wilkin, “Women of the Word” p.46



“Home, church, community, and country 

desperately need the influence of women who 

know why they believe what they believe, 

grounded in the Word of God. They desperately 

need the influence of women who love deeply 

and actively the God proclaimed in the Bible.”  

Jen Wilkin, “Women of the Word” p.46



How would you describe your current 
relationship with Scripture?



> APPROACH TO SCRIPTURE 

● Purpose + Perspective

● Observation

● Understanding

● Interpretation

● Application



    Where are we in the biblical metanarrative?

CREATION FALL REDEMPTION RESTORATION

> QUESTIONS TO ASK (PURPOSE)



> QUESTIONS TO ASK (PERSPECTIVE)

▫ Who wrote it?
▫ When was it written?
▫ To whom was it written?
▫ In what style was it written?
▫ Why was it written?

Source: Jen Wilkin, “Women of the Word”



Death, resurrection of Christ A.D. 33 [or 30]

Paul’s conversion 33/34*

Paul’s first Jerusalem visit 36/37*

Paul’s second Jerusalem visit (famine relief) 44-47*

Paul’s first missionary journey 46-47

Paul’s third Jerusalem visit (apostolic council) 48-49*

Paul’s second journey (including 1.5 years in Corinth) 48/49-51*

Paul’s third missionary journey 52-57*

Paul writes 1 Corinthians while in Ephesus 53-55

Paul writes “tearful letter,” then 2 Corinthians 55-56

Paul martyred in Rome 64-67*
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*Approximate date
Source: ESV Study Bible



Paul’s Corinthian Contacts

Paul's first 
visit

His “former 
letter”

Their letter 
to him

1 
Corinthians

Paul’s 
“painful 
visit”

His “severe” 
letter

2 
Corinthians

Paul’s future 
visit

Thomas L. Constable, “Notes on 1 Corinthians “
https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/1corinthians.pdf





> APPROACH TO SCRIPTURE : PERSPECTIVE

First Corinthians is a pastoral letter to a spiritually 

troubled church. Like other NT Epistles, it is an 

“occasional” letter, and one can quite readily piece 

together the things that occasioned 1 Corinthians by 

noting signals in the text.

ESV Study Bible, Introduction to 1 Corinthians



> APPROACH TO SCRIPTURE : PERSPECTIVE

The book makes extensive use of rhetorical techniques 

such as contrast, repetition, and analogy. It draws sharp 

contrasts between truth and error, and between moral 

good and evil. Because Paul regards the Corinthian 

Christians as being out of line in a number of areas, the 

letter exhibits a strong corrective tone.

ESV Study Bible, Introduction to 1 Corinthians



> QUESTIONS TO ASK (OBSERVATION)

- Who is being addressed?

- Are there repetitions in the passage?

- Can you identify the flow and structure of the passage? 

- What connections can you make? What things are alike or related?

- Are there any comparisons/contrasts made?

- What clues do you see that tell you about tone of voice?

- What verb tenses are used (past, present, future)?

- How are the sentences structured?

- Are there key transition words (e.g., but, therefore, etc)?

READ REPETITIVELY!



> QUESTIONS TO ASK (UNDERSTANDING) 

- What other verses in the Bible are related? 
Check cross-references.

- What does _______mean? 
Use a dictionary and/or concordance.

- What’s another way to say this phrase or sentence? 
Look at other bible translations.

- How can I summarize this in my own words? 
Paraphrase the sections that you identified.



> 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9

[1] Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, 

and our brother Sosthenes,

[2] To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in 

every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 

their Lord and ours:

[3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.



> 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9

[4] I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 

that was given you in Christ Jesus, [5] that in every way you were 

enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—[6] even as the 

testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—[7] so that you are 

not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, [8] who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. [9] God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



> 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9

[1] Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, 

and our brother Sosthenes,

[2] To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in 

every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 

their Lord and ours:

[3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.
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> 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9

[4] I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 

that was given you in Christ Jesus, [5] that in every way you were 

enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—[6] even as the 

testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—[7] so that you are 

not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, [8] who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. [9] God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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> QUESTIONS TO ASK (INTERPRETATION)  

- How does this text relate to other parts of the book?

- What does this passage teach us about God?

- How does this passage relate to Jesus?

- Are there specific instructions/commands given to the reader?

- How does the author motivate the reader/audience or make his appeal?

- What does this passage tell us about God’s people, and/or life in this world? 



> INTERPRETING 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-10

Reminder of the church universal, mutuality of salvation

Significance of identity in Christ

Relationship between God the Father and the Son Jesus Christ

Past, present, and future aspects of our salvation



> QUESTIONS TO ASK (APPLICATION)  

- How does this passage challenge or confirm your understanding?

- What does this passage teach me about God? How does this aspect of God’s 

character change my view of self? What should I do in response?

- Is there some attitude you need to change?

- How does this passage call on you to change the way you live?



> APPLYING 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-10

Do you know the richness to which you are saved?

How have you acknowledged the universal church of Jesus Christ?



> 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-4:20

1:10-1:31

2:1-15

3:1-23

4:1-20

APPROACH TO SCRIPTURE

● Purpose + Perspective

● Observation

● Understanding

● Interpretation

● Application



> NEXT STEPS

1. Continue reading and annotating 1 Corinthians 1:10-4:21
2. Re-watch the Sunday sermons!

3. Preview 1 Corinthians 5:1-6:20
4. Apply something that you learned from the text.

 




