
MARCH - DECEMBER 2018 
BOOK OF PSALMS



SESSION SIX
9:00-9:10 AM Check-In and Welcome

9:10-9:15 AM Introduction + Prayer

9:15-9:45 AM Prayer and Reflection: Applying Psalm 46 

9:45-10:45 AM Psalm 58 Discussion

10:45-11:00 AM Prayer + Next Steps





> PRAYING PSALM 46

Building confidence in prayer

Psalm 46 is a corporate psalm - so, what are the implications 

for how we ought to pray as a church?

We are not just saved individually, but as a people of God



> PRAYING PSALM 46

Read out loud each set of verses, and then pray together:

▫ vv. 1-3 Selah
▫ vv. 4-7 Selah
▫ vv. 8-11 Selah



> WHERE WE’VE BEEN

▫ Psalm 1
▫ Psalm 2
▫ Psalm 25
▫ Psalm 46
▫ Psalm 58



> APPROACH TO SCRIPTURE

▫ Purpose + Perspective
▫ Observation
▫ Understanding
▫ Interpretation
▫ Application

How would you approach getting together with others to engage 
God’s Word?







PURPOSE + 
PERSPECTIVE



CREATIO
N

FALL REDEMPTION RESTORATION

> QUESTIONS TO ASK (PURPOSE)

▫ Where are we in the biblical metanarrative?



> QUESTIONS TO ASK (PERSPECTIVE)

▫ Who wrote it?
▫ When was it written?
▫ To whom was it written?
▫ In what style was it written?
▫ Why was it written?

Source: Jen Wilkin, “Women of the Word”





> PSALM 58

im-pre-cate (v): utter (a curse) or invoke (evil) against 

someone or something 



> PSALM 58

imprecatory psalms: Sometimes the hardest to study and 

understand, these psalms contain prayers requesting God to 

deliver destruction on evil people (Brownback, p.339).



> PSALM 58

imprecatory psalms: We can make sense of this type of 

psalm by taking into account the teaching of God’s Word as a 

whole. As we do, we realize that these prayers for 

destruction weren’t motivated by revenge but by a desire for 

the triumph of righteousness over evil (Brownback, p.339).



> PSALM 58

Things to remember when reading curses in the psalms:

▫ People being cursed are not enemies over trivial matters

▫ Poetic form of the language

▫ Expressions of moral indignation (anger provoked as what is viewed as 

unfair treatment), not personal vengeance

(Source: ESV Study Bible)



The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

2 Peter 3:9



> PSALM 58

“...when making specific imprecation, we must always balance “Father, save the 
lost!” with “Father, pour out your wrath upon evil!” The contingency that holds 
together these two ideas properly submits to God’s sovereignty—his justice and 
mercy—without assuming that only one of the two options will bring him glory.   
Paul does not shy away from personal imprecation as he puts this principle to     
use in 1 Corinthians 16:22: “If anyone has no love for the Lord, then let him be 
accursed!” (cf. Gal. 1:8-9). As Christians redeemed by Christ, we can 
simultaneously recognize the forgiveness of our own sin and the fact that sin itself 
grounds our appeal for God’s judgment.”

William Ross, “Should We Pray the Imprecatory Psalms?” https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/should-we-pray-the-imprecatory-psalms/



OBSERVATION



> PSALM 58  

Repetitive reading



[1] Do you indeed decree what is right, you gods?
 Do you judge the children of man uprightly? 

[2] No, in your hearts you devise wrongs; 
your hands deal out violence on earth. 

[3] The wicked are estranged from the womb; 
they go astray from birth, speaking lies. 

[4] They have venom like the venom of a serpent, 
like the deaf adder that stops its ear, 

[5] so that it does not hear the voice of charmers 
or of the cunning enchanter. 

> PSALM 58  God Who Judges the Earth



[6] O God, break the teeth in their mouths; 
tear out the fangs of the young lions, O LORD! 

[7] Let them vanish like water that runs away; 
when he aims his arrows, let them be blunted. 

[8] Let them be like the snail that dissolves into slime, 
like the stillborn child who never sees the sun. 

[9] Sooner than your pots can feel the heat of thorns, 
whether green or ablaze, may he sweep them away! 



[10] The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance; 
he will bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked. 

[11] Mankind will say, "Surely there is a reward for the righteous; 
surely there is a God who judges on earth."  



> PSALM 58  

Annotate and make a list of observations (also questions!)

- Who is being addressed?

- Are there repetitions in the passage?

- Can you identify the flow and structure of the passage? 

- What connections can you make? 

- What images and/or poetic language (parallelism) is used?

- What clues do you see that tell you about tone of voice?

- What verb tenses are used?

- How are the sentences structured?

- Are there key transition words?



UNDERSTANDING



> QUESTIONS | PSALM 58:1-2, 3-5, 6-9, 10-11

Check cross-references

Use dictionary and/or concordance

Look at other bible translations

Use the structure/organization as a guide

Paraphrase the sections that you identified



INTERPRETATION



> INTERPRETATION 

What does this passage teach us about God, his people, 
and/or life in this world?

Are there specific instructions/commands given to the 
reader?

How does the author motivate the reader/audience or make 
his appeal?



▫ We need a proper perspective on the wicked or evil 

that we see in this world. It is okay to describe wicked 

or evil for what it is. It’s all around bad.

▫ We can cry out to God for justice on this earth.

▫ We must keep the whole counsel of Scripture in mind. 

There will be a final judgment of sin. 



APPLICATION



> APPLYING PSALM 58

1. How do we live our lives knowing that we have a just God who will 

judge wickedness? 

2. How do we discern between wanting personal vengeance versus having 

a proper perspective on righteousness triumphing over evil?

3. Praise God for grace that has been given to us!

Ephesians 2:12-13 ”... remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, 

alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once 

were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.“



> NEXT STEPS

1. Read and annotate Psalm 73.

2. Read pp. 168-169 in “Sing a New Song: A Woman’s Guide to the 

Psalms.”

3. Find a mode of reflecting, digesting, living the Psalms. 

 



JUNE 14-16


