
WELCOME
Welcome to the Youth Winter Retreat of 2019! The theme of this year 

is RESCUE, which speaks both to the rescue we’ve received as recipients 
of the Lord’s amazing grace, and to the rescue mission of the lost that we 
now get to play a part in. And how sweet is the message that we get to 
bring to the world: For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved (Romans 10:13)! Therefore, use this precious weekend to remind 
your soul of the gracious gift you have received through the blood of the 
Lamb, and ask humbly how you can be used for the sake of God’s glory.

Our time together has been designed for the purpose of drawing us 
nearer to God, to fill us with the riches of His glorious grace, and to help 
us rest in the comfort of knowing the Author of our Faith intimately. So all 
that we ask of you is to come each day with intentionality and humility, to 
lay yourself bare before God and to worship Him in spirit and in truth. In 
other words, don’t be a fool. Take this weekend seriously and consider just 
what the Lord may be saying to you- perhaps it is in the beautiful silence 
of the Santa Cruz mountains that you will at long last hear what He has 
been speaking to you all along. Come, let us worship our God together, for 
He is worthy of all praise and glory! 

�1



SCHEDULE
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6:00 PM
7:00 PM
8:30 PM
9:00 PM
9:30 PM

10:30 PM

Arrive at Church
Leave Church
Arrive at RCP
Orientation
Free Time
Wash up/ Lights Out

Sunday, January 20 

8:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM

11:00 AM
12:00 PM

1:00 PM
1:30 PM
3:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
8:30 PM
9:30 PM

11:00 PM

Breakfast
Morning Devotionals
Worship
Small Groups
Lunch
Group Picture
Organized Games
Free Time
Dinner
Worship
Praise and Prayer
Small Groups
Snacks/ FreeTime
Wash Up/ Lights Out

8:00 AM
9:00 AM 

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM

1:00 PM
1:30 PM

Breakfast
Morning Devotionals/
Clean and Pack
Worship
Small Groups
Lunch
Load Bus
Leave

8:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM

11:00 AM
12:00 PM

1:00 PM
2:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM
8:00 PM

10:00 PM
11:00 PM 

Breakfast
Morning Devotionals
Worship
Small Groups
Lunch
Organized Games
Free Time
Dinner
Worship
Small Groups
Snacks/ FreeTime
Wash Up/ Lights Out

Saturday, January 19Friday, January 18

Monday, January 21 



RULES
1. Participate and be on time for all activities. 

2. Always let your counselors know where you are. 

3. Do not venture into other people’s cabins. Never go into opposite 
gender cabins. 

4. Clean up after yourself. 

5. “Lights out” means it’s time to sleep. Please respect this time. 

6. All electronics are not permitted for use during the duration of the 
retreat.

7. Health Emergencies: If you or someone you know needs medical 
assistance, please contact a counselor immediately. 

8. Please be quiet between the hours of 11:00 PM and 8:00 AM. 

9. Always be with a buddy at all times. Do not venture the campus alone. 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SPEAKER

Eugene is currently the Associate Pastor at True North Church in Palo 
Alto. He was born and raised in the Bay Area and met his beautiful wife, 
Sylvia, during his time in college through campus ministry and an 8 month 
old son named Elijah Zion Park. Eugene’s passions include the Golden 
State Warriors, good coffee, and Chance the Rapper. His biggest passion 
is to see the Gospel being integrated into all aspects of life, especially 
here in the Bay Area.  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PRAYER STATION


Missionaries Connection


Come find out about one of our home-sent missionaries as he serves 
overseas in a nation desperately in need of the Gospel of Christ Jesus. 
Learn about the struggles he faces on a daily basis and how you can 
commit yourself to praying for him and his ministry to the people of Japan. 
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PRAYER STATION
Living Missionally


 
As Christians, we are called to live missionally wherever we are now, 

that is, to spread the Gospel to the family, friends, teachers, and 
acquaintances that God has placed in our lives. The pictures hanging on 
the wall show some of our youth counselors with the unbelieving family 
and friends in their lives (circled with marker) for whom they are praying to 
know God and the Gospel. Consider someone that God has placed in 
your life who needs the Gospel and does not yet know Him, and recognize 
that Jesus has come and died so that they can know God as well. Spend 
a few moments to pray for that person’s soul - that God would use you as 
His instrument so that they would be saved from their sins and that they 
would come to love God. Using the inkpad, make a fingerprint on the 
cross and write that person’s name underneath as a commitment that you 
will live in a way that shares God and the Gospel with them. Reflect on 
what you will do and how your lifestyle might change in order to live 
missionally for that person. 
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PRAYER STATION
Gospel and Missions


In the Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20), Jesus sends out His 
disciples on a rescue mission to save the lost with the same Gospel 
message that they have received. As believers we have experienced the 
sweet grace that has been won by Jesus’ shed blood; through it, we have 
gained entrance into the presence of our God. Here in this station, we 
have created a visual representation of this amazing truth. As you peer 
through the wall that has been torn down by our Savior and gaze upon the 
beautiful cross, take time to savor the unchanging promises of our Father 
to you. Realize that these words are not just for you but for those who are 
still seeking the truth. What must we do as bearers of the Greatest news? 
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PRAYER STATION
The Persecuted Church


Can you imagine being attacked for your faith in Christ? Would you be 
able to stand firm? Persecution is the act of harassing, oppressing, or 
killing people because of their differences from society. Enter through the 
curtained area into the “jail cell”. On the walls are quotes from people who 
have been or are being persecuted for their faith. Look around and read 
the quotes, letters, and watch what happens to Christians who do not live 
in a country where they can freely have a relationship with Jesus like you 
and I. Pray as you walk through the cell. When you are done looking at the 
videos and quotes, come to the outside and take a moment to pray and 
read through Scripture as you meditate. Read through the complete 
manuscripts from where these quotes are taken. These are stories of what 
persecution looks like. Pray for those who face these circumstances- to 
stand firm in their faith despite the difficulties they face. Pray, not just for a 
decrease in persecution nor for mere safety, but that their firm stance on 
Christ’s promises will be shown to those around them, even those who 
actively participate in the persecution. Reflect on your own faith. Is God 
worth risking everything, including your life, for? Commit to praying for the 
persecuted church, especially because we are ONE Church, and ONE 
family. 

“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together.”  

1 Corinthians 12:26 
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According to the World Watch List, every month:

• 255 Christians are killed
• 104 are abducted
• 66 churches are attacked
• 160 Christians are detained without trial and imprisoned 

1. Looking at how we spend our time and energy, can we really say we 
would sacrifice everything for Jesus? Despite all the dangers, why 
would our brothers and sisters in Christ still put their faith first? Do we 
have this same devotion to Christ? Take some time to reflect and pray. 

2. Pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ who are facing persecution. 

We are all ONE body in Christ through our faith in Jesus, so how can we 
support our brothers and sisters in our daily lives? Take some time to pray 
about it. 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PRAYER STATION
Commitment to Missions


Our God is a global God. His heart is for the world. He wants His 
Name to be glorified not only in our hearts but more so among all the 
nations. He wants His name to be known all throughout so that He can 
receive the glory that he rightly deserves; so that the people of these 
nations can understand their place in God’s story and discover why they 
have been created and therefore live out their life’s purpose.

Global missions, then, is the responsibility of every Christian 
who professes to love God and follow Him. The truth of the matter is 
that God is calling every one of us to the nations. It is just a matter of how 
we are going to them.  Our response to global missions is a reflection of 
our love for God. Our mission as the Church, then, should be not only to 
impact our local community but to extend farther into the very ends of the 
earth. 

In this station, we have highlighted 6 different ways on how you can 
be involved in global missions. Consider how God may be calling you to 
respond.

1. LEARN: Explore and study what God has stirred up in your heart for 
mission.  

2. PRAY: Commit to praying for a specific missionary, ministry, or people 
group. Be intentional as you intercede for the nations! 

3. GO: This is the practice of immersing ourselves cross-culturally, either 
through short-term means, internships, mid-term trips, long-term trips, 
or even in using our businesses as missions. Consider serving God in 
a different culture.
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4. SEND: This is to support those who decide to go. This is not merely 
sending a check or an occasional gift now and then, but these are 
people who wake up in the morning with their ambition focused on 
furthering the specific work of others; they support the work of others 
so that the Gospel can be advanced. 

5. WELCOME: Care and befriend those who come for work, study or a 
new life. Because of globalization, the nations are already coming to 
us. Welcoming is going to the nations without traveling that far. 
Examples of this include working with people who are visiting or have 
newly migrated to our home communities; international students 
around us. 

6. MOBILIZE: This is working to cast a vision for the world in such a way 
that other believers can see God’s great story and find ways to be part 
of it. Share the vision of God’s mission with people you know and 
empower others to be involved in God’s mission. 

�11



SATURDAY MORNING 
DEVOTIONAL

“Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!
Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together

before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.” 

- Psalm 98:7-9  

In the good ol’ days, kings and their armies would march on foot or on 
steed to war against other neighboring kingdoms. Traveling this way in the 
olden times would most likely take days or weeks, and if a war is won, the 
news would not reach the people in the kingdom for a good while. Instead 
of tweeting on his phone or putting up stories on his Insta, the king would 
rely on heralds - horse-riding messengers with news - to go before him 
and share news of the victory to the kingdom. As the king returns home, 
the townspeople would prepare for his return and make the towns ready to 
receive him with celebration. 

Whether we feel it or not, we are also in a war. This war is not a 
physical one, but a spiritual one, and has eternal consequences for every 
soul. As Paul writes, we “do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against… the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). 
Each day, we are fighting against sin and Satan’s work, and we are 
fighting for souls to be saved and for people to know God. 

However, we as Christians already know how this spiritual war will 
end: we trust that Jesus has defeated sin through His death and 
resurrection, and will return soon as judge to put Satan and all evil under 
His feet, thus ending all sin with finality. We rejoice that Satan will be 
“thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur”, and “will be tormented day and 
night forever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). We anticipate the day when God 
returns for His people, when “He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God” (Rev. 21:3).
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In Psalm 98, the psalmist reflects on God’s salvific work for the 
Israelites and how He has done mighty things to bring about praise from 
all creation. In response to God’s might and His salvation, the psalmist 
plays the part of herald and calls all creation - the rivers, mountains, and 
sea - to worship with him. The psalmist, as a herald, brings a message of 
salvation and judgment to the world, and we who are Christians have that 
same responsibility as well.

As heralds, we have good news to share to the world and we have a 
calling by God to bring that Gospel to those who have not heard it yet. 
Just as God called us from death to life when we heard and trusted in 
Jesus’ words (John 5:24), we have been called to “proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light” (1 Pet. 2:9). Our King has won the war for us and has defeated sin! 
He will return soon for His people and put an end to evil forever. This 
amazing news of God’s salvation and return simply cannot be kept to 
ourselves, and the King has called us to be heralds to the world and to 
prepare the way for His return. 

During this retreat, consider how God has called you from the grave 
and brought you from death to life, opening your eyes by the Holy Spirit to 
see and to trust the Gospel. Consider your calling as a Christian to be a 
herald of the Gospel to the world. Consider how God will empower you to 
share the Gospel to your family, friends, and classmates.  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“And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” And I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, 

“Here I am! Send me.” 
- Isaiah 6:7-8  

~~~~~

• Take some time to reflect on these questions: How has God saved 
you from sin and death? To whom in your life can you be a herald of 
the Gospel? What would it look like for you to be a herald in your life 
stage? In what ways would you need to live differently to be an 
effective herald for God?  

• Now spend some time in prayer. Pray for God to remind you of the joy 
of your salvation, and to fill you with joy of what He has done in your 
life. Pray that God would also remind you each day of your calling as a 
herald and messenger of His Gospel to the world. Pray that you would 
be given boldness through the Holy Spirit to share the Gospel to 
others with joy and conviction. 

�14



NOTES 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SATURDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP

Our call to mission // Genesis 12:1-9  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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• How do you feel God has blessed you to be a blessing to the 
world? 

• What stops you from being uncomfortable for God? 
• How is being used by God a privilege? What can we do to be 

reminded of that? 



SATURDAY EVENING 
WORSHIP

Living on mission // Daniel 3:13-31
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• Are there any moments in your life you feel as if you’re not home 
or an exile? What are those moments?

• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abendego were confusing to King 
Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon as they served the kingdom well 
but still resisted at times. How can we be a “confusing witness" 
in today’s world?

• Are there any trials or fires you are personally walking through 
as of now? 

• How can we witness to the world to the world in our fires? 



SUNDAY MORNING 
DEVOTIONAL
“But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the 

past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech 
and of tongue.” Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man's mouth? 

Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 
Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you 

shall speak.”
- Exodus 4:10-12  

Thus has the wise Jerry Seinfeld spoken: “According to most studies, 
people’s number one fear is public speaking. Number two is death. Now 
this means, to the average person, if you have to go to a funeral, you’re 
better off in the casket than doing the eulogy.” 

Regardless of whether this is true, most people would agree that 
public speaking is not an easy task. Moreover, evangelism (that is, the 
sharing of the Gospel through our lives and our speaking) is probably 
something that strikes fear in many Christians of our culture. When 
evangelism comes up in a sermon or topic of discussion, we often 
concede that we are not doing enough and come up with a list of excuses 
- at least in our hearts - for why we are not evangelizing more. We don’t 
have enough time; we will say the wrong thing; we don’t know enough; we 
aren’t that close to the non-Christians around us; we don’t want to be “that 
weird person” in class; and the list goes on. 

�20



However, we are not the first people to struggle with evangelism; in 
fact, the struggle has been around for thousands of years. In Exodus 
chapters 3 and 4, Moses is called by God to speak to the pharaoh of 
Egypt and bring the Israelites out of slavery, yet in similar fashion, Moses 
refuses God’s call four times. Each time Moses brings up an excuse, God 
patiently responds to his excuse and reassures him. Likewise, despite our 
excuses and disobedience, God lovingly reassures us through His 
promises to share His Gospel with confidence. 

God is with us.
“But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring 
the children of Israel out of Egypt?’ He said, ‘But I will be with you, and this 
shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.’” (Exodus 
3:11-12)

• One of Moses’ excuses to God is that he is too insignificant for the 
task to which God has called him. Our hearts might also ask “Who am 
I?” as we see the giant task of evangelism in front of us. Yet God 
reassures Moses that He will be with him, and Jesus reassures us 
with the same promise as well: “And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 

God is sovereign.
“Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not 
bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” (1 Kings 19:18)

• Elijah, fearing for his life, was fleeing the king and queen of Israel. In 
his loneliness and despair, the prophet asked God to take his life 
away, but God reminded him that He has kept a remnant of Israel for 
Himself. Our evangelism is not meaningless, because God knows his 
own people and will sovereignly use our evangelism to bring them to 
salvation. The apostle Paul says it well: “Therefore I endure everything 
for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is 
in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2:10). 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The Holy Spirit is the one who ultimately witnesses.
“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about 
me…  And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment.” (John 15:28, 16:8)

• Jesus’ disciples also felt the same fear as us: what if I don’t know what 
to say when evangelizing, or what if I say the wrong thing? As Jesus 
was preparing His disciples for His death, He gives reassurance that 
the Holy Spirit is ultimately the one who witnesses and brings 
conviction of sin, not any human effort alone. We can take confidence 
that our weak words are not the central effort that saves souls, but 
rather it is the Holy Spirit who does the work to bring salvation.

May God strengthen and embolden His children to be mighty 
witnesses to Jesus Christ and His death and resurrection, and to be 
heralds for the Gospel and His coming kingdom!

“Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as 
preached in my gospel, for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a 
criminal. But the word of God is not bound! Therefore I endure everything 
for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”

- 2 Timothy 2:8-10  

~~~~~

• Spend time to read the passages above in your Bible, and meditate on 
the truths in them. Do you trust in those promises? How might these 
promises change the way you interact with those around you?  

• Pray for God to remind you of His promises at home and school. Pray 
also for the Holy Spirit to give you opportunities to live out those 
promises boldly, and that He would open your eyes to see moments to 
share the Gospel with your friends and family.  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NOTES  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SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP

Public faith: Proclaiming our gospel

�24



�25

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• What do you think evangelism looks like in your own life? 
• What stops you from evangelizing to those who don’t know 

Christ?
• How can we build meaningful relationships of evangelism to 

those God has placed in our lives? 
• Are there any people you feel called to evangelize to now? 

Share them and ask for encouragement/prayer. 



SUNDAY EVENING 
WORSHIP

Our mission to the world // Romans 10:5-18

�26



�27

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• How can our brokenness equip us to be on mission for God? 
• We often think about those who don’t know Christ that should be 

reached, but what about those who have hurt you? How can you 
be on mission to those people in your life?

• How can we remember God’s justice as we are on mission? 



MONDAY MORNING 
DEVOTIONAL
“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth.”

- Colossians 3:1-2

When we look at the people around us, what is the first thing you see? 
Whether it be at school, home, or even just walking around the city. Do we 
focus on how people dress? How they are acting with friends? Do we just 
notice the physical aspects of people? Or do we stop to think about 
whether or not they are doing well spiritually?

It is very easy to look at others and think, wow, they have it all 
together. They have the grades, they have the friends, they have the 
looks. However, is that really enough? In the verses, we see what God 
has called us to see. We need to focus on what is within more than what is 
on the outside. People may have the worldly aspect of what success is, 
but how are they doing inside? This is exactly what God looks at. He does 
not just look at our physical aspects, but he looks deeper within and sees 
what’s really in our hearts and he knows exactly what we need to truly be 
fulfilled.

When is the last time we reached out to someone and asked them 
how they were doing spiritually? Or do we find it too awkward and weird to 
do so? What is holding you back? Pray to God to give you wisdom and 
discernment on what to say and also for opportunities to be able to have 
such conversations.
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NOTES 

�29



MONDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP

Jesus’ mission to us // Mark 2:1-12
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• Are there any areas of weakness or sin in your life you’ve kept 
hidden from the church and God? What stops you from 
sharing? 

• Are there areas in your life that has gotten worse by trying to fix 
them on your own? How can we be reminded that we need an 
external savior in Christ to be fully healed?

• How does Jesus’ mission to you encourage you to be on 
mission for him?



POST-RETREAT TUESDAY 
DEVOTIONAL
“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At 
the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the 
word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison
— that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.” 

-Colossians 4:2-4

Welcome home from retreat! Maybe just about now, you are feeling 
particularly close to God, feeling invigorated to worship Him more and 
feeling on fire for sharing the Gospel to those around you. You’ve just 
spent the past three days eating delicious junk food, being among your 
peers, learning about His Word, and singing to Him freely. Excellent. But 
as you go through your week, let these not just be mere feelings and 
memories. Put them into action and check your heart as you consider your 
own role in God’s Great Commission to share His gospel to the ends of 
the earth.

Consider for a moment: We’ve spent the weekend freely worshipping 
while learning about our brothers and sisters throughout the remainder of 
the world and how they continue to worship despite their lack of freedom. 
Consider your peer in other places who don’t have a retreat to go to. 
Consider those who don’t even have a church shack, much less a church 
building to worship in. Consider those who, day in and day out, continue to 
sing praises to His name at a risk to their very lives. Aren’t we fortunate to 
be able to worship God openly?

How can we use this time and knowledge that we’ve gained from the 
retreat and use them for His Kingdom and for His glory?  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One of the ways we can commit to being missionally and Rescue 
minded is to pray. We are called to pray every day for the Gospel to be 
spread among the nations. Paul, in his letter to the Colossian church, 
gives us a simple framework on cultivating a healthy prayer life in the 
perspective of missions.

1. We are to pray constantly (Acts 1:14)
Pray persistently. Cultivate (and make do on your New Year’s 
Resolution, for you who resolved to pray more) a prayer life to 
communicate with God through prayer. Pray for the Gospel to reach 
the ends of the earth. Pray for yourself -- that you would obey God’s 
call to participate in the Great Commission.

2. Pray watchfully (Mark 14:38)
Rather than vague non-specific prayers, commit to being informed 
about specific needs to pray for. Pray for missionaries you know and 
don’t know by name. Subscribe to email updates to learn about and 
pray for specific needs and situations. Pray for Sunset missionaries. 
Pray that God will open your heart to consider a short-term trip. Pray 
for your own role to go, to send, to mobilize, to continue praying, 
learn or welcome. 

3. Pray with Thanksgiving (James 4:1-3)
Thank God that He is our God and thank Him for His sovereignty 
over all the nations. Thank Him for the security that you have and let 
this motivate you to pray for those who don’t have the same kind of 
freedom. Thank Him for the leaders you have who are committed to 
your spiritual growth, then let this spark a prayer for churches around 
the world whose leaders have been stripped away by tyrannical 
governments. Thank Him that His Great Commission will be done, 
thank Him for sending His Son to die for us, then let this lead to a 
prayer of yearning for Him to return. 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4. Pray for church leaders and missionaries across the globe.
Pray for further opportunities to share the Gospel wherever God 
places His people. Pray for faithfulness, whether or not they see the 
fruit of their work. 

Don’t let this time be a mere “Jesus-high” you ride on for a bit before 
returning to your “regular life”. Earnestly seek to grow from retreat and 
develop a habit of prayer for the nations. Then commit to being someone 
who is rescue-minded because you have been rescued and because 
Jesus’ good news is too great to keep to yourself.

~~~~

• Spend some time in Scripture, and let Scripture guide you in learning 
to pray for the nations. Check your heart -- are you committed to 
growing from your experience this past weekend? If you are, how can 
you begin to do that?  

• Practice praying persistently, specifically, and gratefully. For growth 
from retreat, for ways to learn more about the work that still needs to 
be done.  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POST-RETREAT 
WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONAL

“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” ”

-Revelation 7:9-10

It was, alas, that fateful day… July 18, 2005 (before some of you were 
born… man do I feel old…). It was about 3:00 in the afternoon, and I was 
sitting at a classroom desk at a summer program they called MathCamp 
with my fellow classmates. I was bored … because math … and so I 
flipped absentmindedly through the remaining half of my brand new copy 
of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince that I didn’t manage to finish 
over the weekend. I couldn’t wait to get out of this stuffy classroom so I 
could curl up on the sofa and finish reading. As I glanced down on the 
pages before me, which the instructor droned on and on about algebra, 
my eyes focused on this sentence before me 

“...just as Dumbledore had left the school, had left the world … had left 
Harry” 1

and I felt my heart sink several inches within my chest. In my anguish, I 
couldn’t help but cry out “OH NO! DUMBLEDORE DIES!!”

Eh. I have no qualms about ruining it for you if you haven’t read the 
books/watched the movies. The thing’s been out for almost 14 years and 
you probably know it. But for me (and for my classmates who were SO 
mad at me), this unintentional spoiler ruined the rest of the book for me. I 
read the remainder of the book with a heavy heart, knowing every second 
that death of a beloved character is the way this book ends. And I 

 Rowling, J. K., and GrandPré, Mary. Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince. Scholastic, 2005. pg. 6321
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mourned my foolishness, ‘cause this is apparently what happens when 
one doesn’t pay attention in class.

Spoilers tend to suck. 

Yet, the Bible gives us the best spoiler of all time -- a glimpse of what 
is to come and what it is that we strive for. Scripture tells us that, at the 
very end, Jesus will reign and people of all tribes and of every nation will 
bow down at His feet to worship him. This is how it will ultimately end. 

It is so easy to feel overwhelmed and intimidated by the task that is 
left to be done. There are so many people groups to reach. There are so 
many obstacles. There are false teachers and false doctrines that need to 
be overcome. We’re working against those who preach false gospels on 
top of evangelizing to those who don’t know the Gospel message. 
Christians across the globe are getting persecuted. There are so many 
messages that tell us Christians are in the wrong for forcing others to 
believe. Yet, when we get tripped up over these messages, what we’re 
really doing is focusing on what WE can do rather than the fact that God is 
sovereign over all. 

Revelation shows us: God will prevail. He will win. Do you believe 
that? So lift up your head and keep your eyes on the prize. Yes, troubles 
may come. Jesus has said that the path will not be easy. But He is with us 
every step of the way. Know that, even as you face ridicule, rejection, and 
persecution, that we already know how it will end. And it ends with people 
of every nation worshipping Him.

~~~~

• What fears do you have that stop you from sharing the Gospel to 
those around you? Do these insecurities come from a mistrustful 
heart? Do you put too much emphasis on your own ability? Have you 
forgotten who He is and what He can and will do?  

• Come before God and praise Him for all that he has done, is doing 
and will do. He has revealed His plan to you in Scripture. Thank Him 
for this “spoiler”, and ask Him to remind you of His goodness. 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POST-RETREAT THURSDAY 
DEVOTIONAL 

(Part 1)

“Now when Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was 
provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. So he 
reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in 
the marketplace everyday with those who happened to be there.” 

- Acts 17:16-17

The New Year is a worldwide-celebrated holiday. Even though 
countries celebrate it differently, this day ushers in a fresh start for those 
who long for health, wealth, success, or recommitment to good habits. 
New Year’s Day brings a hope in things made anew. 

Some time ago, I was in Japan during New Years. It was my first 
major holiday spent 5,367 miles away from the comforts of my home, 
family, and friends. This meant no hotpot, no family bonding, no 
countdown; everything that was familiar to me became unfamiliar. On 
January 1, I stepped out into the 3rd largest city of Japan. From the 
busiest area in town, Shinsaibashi, to the quietest alley, century-old 
spiritual traditions saturated marketplaces, businesses, and homes, 
declaring all that the Japanese worshiped and held dear. It is no 
exaggeration that Japan has about 8 million kami, or “Shinto gods”. As I 
walked around, I saw people carrying “Hama-Yumi” and “Hama-ya”, a 
sacred bow and arrowhead, sold at shrines, that were supposed to repel 
demons and evil spirits. Locals sought for hope in these good luck 
charms. From enormous temples snaking up mountains to small, 
countertop domes of worship on street corners-- literally, every street in 
Japan was filled with locals heading to a shrine of some form. Yet not a 
single church was spotted. Not a single cross, nor a hint of welcome of 
God’s presence in the city. That’s like being stranded on a deserted island 
in the middle of the ocean, with no drinking water. 
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Prior to Athens, Paul was in Berea and Thessalonica, cities with 
believers that were growing in their love for God and Scripture. In contrast 
to these cities, Paul’s spirit was provoked because he saw that Athens 
was full of idols. Paul teaches, “an idol has no real existence,” and that 
“there is no God but one”. For although there may be so-called gods in 
heaven or on earth- (...) yet for us there is one God, the Father, from 
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” (1 Cor 8:4-6) 
While waiting for Timothy and Silas, he observed the people and 
understood them (Acts 17: 22-23). Similar to the Japanese, the Athenians 
most likely had physical idols of gold, silver, stone, or images formed by 
art and imagination (Acts 17: 24, 25, 29), as well as intangible idols. How 
could there be 8 million idols worshipped, and so few worship God the 
Creator? 

Japan, Athens, San Francisco...these places all have something in 
common. Can you identify the idols that plague your hometown? Are you 
burdened or provoked when you see the spiritual needs of the people 
around you, so much so that you break down for them because they do 
not know the One True God? “Missions exists because worship doesn’t. 
Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. 
When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on 
their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more.” - John 
Piper

Ask God to break your heart for what breaks his. Ask for eyes to see 
the lost and needy, ears to hear his calling and word, and for courage to 
do something about these things.   

...to be continued
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POST-RETREAT FRIDAY 
DEVOTIONAL

(Part 2) 

“Now when Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 
within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the 
synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the 
marketplace everyday with those who happened to be there.” 

- Acts 17:16-17 [Also read Acts 17:16-32]

Have you ever encountered a Mormon or Jehovah’s Witness before? 
Or maybe some other type of evangelist trying to proselytize (convert) 
you? TBH, they are quite persistent, albeit  passionate, in spreading their 
beliefs. When they come a-knocking, do you open the door, and invite 
them in for tea and a conversation? Well, my friend did. Every week, the 
same Jehovah’s Witnesses would come knocking. It was no surprise to 
my friend (a believer) when they showed up at his door and asked him if 
he wanted to learn about Jehovah. He invited them in for tea and a 
conversation- as he always had. I watched from the kitchen as he patiently 
listened to their doctrines (set of beliefs) and arguments. He never once 
reacted impulsively or angrily when their responses contradicted what the 
Bible actually says. He actively listened and observed, and waited for a 
moment to speak the truth to them. 

Referring back to Part 1, Paul had legit reasons for speaking up. His 
spirit was provoked because the city was full of idols and God was not 
being worshipped. God’s glory was at stake. Notice, Paul’s spirit was 
triggered, but he didn’t clap back. There was an immeasurable need that 
Paul wanted to meet. “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” (1 Cor 11:1) 
People might be compelled to do things out of love, anger, revenge, or 
greed. But Holy ambitions are always acts of love because they seek to 
meet people’s needs, especially the greatest needs. So, Paul made it his 
ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been 
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named…”(Rom. 15: 20) Like my friend, Paul reasoned. He proclaimed the 
Word of God by thinking, understanding, and forming judgments by a 
process of logic with the people he met. He shared the gospel in ways to 
meet his different hearers. Paul didn’t stick to people who just seemed 
friendly, agreeable, or well-dressed. He talked to people of different 
backgrounds, ethnicities, and cultures. He made himself available for 
conversation and did it daily. Timothy and Silas didn’t speak for him. Nor 
did he make excuses about not being “ready”.  

Are you willing to let God shape your holy ambition and act? God does 
not lead us to ambitions that are pointless or are going to leave us with 
regret at the end of our life. So when you are in your school quad, in the 
city/downtown, your friend’s house, or even your own home...how will you 
use your freedom the way Paul and Jesus did, if by any means you might 
save some? (1 Cor 9:19-23) Will you take opportunities to open doors to 
conversations if it means sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ? You 
don’t have to be in a foreign city to know that people need Jesus and YOU 
are in a place and time to bring them to Him. 
 
“Every Christian here is either a missionary or an impostor. Recollect that 
you are either trying to spread abroad the kingdom of Christ, or else you 

do not love him at all. It cannot be that there is a high appreciation of 
Jesus, and a totally silent tongue about him. Of course I do not mean, by 
that, that those who use the pen for Christ are silent; they are not. And 

those who help others to use the tongue, or spread that which others have 
written, are doing their part well; but I mean this,—that man who says, ‘I 
believe in Jesus,’ but does not think enough of Jesus ever to tell another 

about him, by mouth, or pen, or tract, is an impostor.” 2
- C. H. Spurgeon

 

 C. H. Spurgeon, The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons, vol. 54 (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1908), pg. 476–4772
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