
 

STUDYING THE BIBLE: QUESTIONS TO ASK 

 
PURPOSE 

- Where are we in the biblical narrative? 

 
PERSPECTIVE 

- Who wrote it? 
- When was it written? 
- To whom was it written? 
- In what style was it written? 
- Why was it written? 

 
OBSERVATION 

- Who is being addressed? 

- Are there repetitions in the passage? 

- Can you identify the flow and structure of the passage?  

- What connections can you make? What things are alike or related? 

- Are there any comparisons/contrasts made? 

- What clues do you see that tell you about tone of voice? 

- What verb tenses are used (past, present, future)? 

- How are the sentences structured? 

- Are there key transition words (e.g., but, therefore, etc)? 

 
UNDERSTANDING 

- What other verses in the Bible are related? Check cross-references. 
- What does _______mean? Use a dictionary and/or concordance. 
- What’s another way to say this phrase or sentence? Look at other bible translations. 
- How can I summarize this in my own words? Paraphrase the sections that you identified. 

 
 
INTERPRETATION 

- How does this text relate to other parts of the book? 

- What does this passage teach us about God? 

- How does this passage relate to Jesus? 

- Are there specific instructions/commands given to the reader? 

- How does the author motivate the reader/audience or make his appeal? 

- What does this passage tell us about God’s people, and/or life in this world?  

 

APPLICATION 

- How does this passage challenge or confirm your understanding? 

- What does this passage teach me about God? How does this aspect of God’s character 

change my view of self? What should I do in response? 

- Is there some attitude you need to change? 

- How does this passage call on you to change the way you live? 


