
INTERPRETING 1 CORINTHIANS 5:1-6:21 

1.  How does this text relate to other parts of the book? 

- Second report from the church that Paul addresses (sexual immorality). The first report came in 1:11 (divisions, quarreling). 

- Another area that Paul addresses in this section is  lawsuits among believers 

- Paul uses a lot more rhetorical questions in this section 

- The “why” of Paul’s argument in this section remains God and the justification we have in Jesus 

 

2.   What does this passage teach us about God? 

- God judges those outside (unbelievers) (5:13 ) 

- The kingdom of God will not include the unrighteousness ( 5:9-10 ) 

- Salvation is accomplished through a Triune act of God, Christ,and the Holy Spirit. ( 5:11, 5:14 ) 

- God will destroy both the food and the stomach (5:13 ) 

- God raised the Lord and will also raise us up ( 6:13 ) 

- The Holy Spirit is given to us by God to indwell us (6:19 ) 

- We are to glorify God in our body ( 6:20 ) 

3.  How does this passage relate to Jesus? 

- The church assembles in the name of the Lord Jesus (5:4 ) 

- The power of the Lord Jesus accompanies the church as they expel sexual immorality from their midst ( 5:4) 

- Christ is our Passover Lamb ( 5:7 ) 

- We have been washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (6:11 ) 

- Our bodies are members of Christ ( 6:15 ). We are joined to the Lord as one spirit ( 6:17 ) 

- Christ will return and bring to light our deeds ( 4:5 ) 

4.  Are there specific instructions/commands given to the reader? 

- Remove the person who has committed sexual immorality from the church (5:2, 5:13 ) 

- Deliver the person who has committed sexual immorality to Satan for destruction of the flesh (5:5) 

- Cleanse out the old leaven (5:7-8 ) 

- Do not associate with the one who has committed sexual immorality (5:11 ) 

- Do not be deceived about who will inherit the kingdom of God (6:10 ) 

- Flee from sexual immorality ( 5:18 ) 

- Glorify God in our body ( 5:20 ) 

5.  How does the author motivate the reader/audience or make his appeal? 

- Defining the problem (e.g., 5:1 ),  adding emphasis ( e.g., “actually,” “even” - 5:1 ) 

- Direct calling out what’s wrong ( e.g., 5:2 , 6 ) 

- Repetition ( e.g., 5:2, 13 ) 

- Analogy ( e.g., 5:6-8, 6:13 ) 

- Clarification ( e.g., 5:9-10 ) 

- Referring back to our salvation ( e.g., 5:11 ), quoting Scripture (e.g., 6:16 ) 

- Using familiar slogans of the Corinthians  (e.g., 5:12-13) 

- Rhetorical Questions (e.g., in Chapter 6, 9 out of 12 statements are rhetorical questions, “do you not know“ asked 7x in both 

chapters, Paul even answers one of the questions with “Never!” in  6:15 ) 

 

6.  What does this passage tell us about God’s people, and/or life in this world?  

- Sexual immorality is not to be tolerated in the church (5:2, 7, 11, 6:13, 18 ) 

- Sexual immorality is a sin against the body, which is a member of Christ (6:15 ) and a temple of the Holy Spirit ( 6:19 ). We 

were bought with a price ( 6:20 ) 

- Furthermore, unrighteous behavior should not be tolerated among Christians (5:11 ). This was our modus operandi before 

becoming saved, but ought to be no longer (6:11 ) 

- Judgement on righteous living should be for those inside the church (5:12-13 ) 

- Resolving conflicts amongst believers should take place within the church, not outside ( 6:1). As saints, we will one day 

participate in judging the world and angels ( 6:2-3 ) 


