
INTERPRETING 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-4:21 

1.  How does this text relate to other parts of the book? 
 

- Reminder of the church universal, mutuality of salvation (1:2 ) 

- Significance of identity in Christ (10x repeated 1:1-10 ) 

- Relationship between God the Father and the Son Jesus Christ  ( 1:3,4,9 ) 

- Past, present, and future aspects of our salvation (1:5-8 ) 

 

2.   What does this passage teach us about God? 

- God will destroy the wisdom of the wise in this age ( 1:19 ), God knows the futile thoughts of the wise ( 3:20 ) 
- God’s wisdom over man (1:25 ), choosing even what is foolish to shame the wise in this age (it even “pleased God” to use the 

“folly” of the gospel message 1:21 ) 
- God’s ultimate power (“God chose…”1:27-28 )  
- God‘s designation of Jesus Christ for salvation ( 1:30 ) and the Holy Spirit ( 2:12 ). We can’t even imagine the greatness of this 

2:9-10 ) 
- Spirit of God comprehends the thoughts of God and gives us understanding (2:10-11 ) 
- God’s hand in the building of the church (2:11-12 ) 
- The kingdom of God vs. this age (2:6-8, 4:20 ) 
- God’s holiness (3:17 ) 

3.  How does this passage relate to Jesus? 

- Christ embodies both the power and wisdom of God (1:24 ), Christ is God’s ( 3:23) 

- We are “in Christ Jesus,” (1:30 ) we have the mind of Christ (2:16 ), and we are wise in Christ ( 4:10) 

- Christ is our righteousness, sanctification, and redemption (1:30 ) 

- The church’s foundation is Jesus Christ ( 3:11 ) 

- Christ will return and bring to light our deeds ( 4:5 ) 

4.  Are there specific instructions/commands given to the reader? 

- Agreement with those in the church, united in same mind and judgement (1:10 ) 

- Consider where we came from before being saved (1:26 ) 

- Boast in the Lord, not in men ( 1:31, 3:21 ) 

- Take care how we build on the foundation of Christ (3:10 ) 

- Do not be deceived by our own wisdom ( 3:18 ) 

- Regard leaders as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God (4:1) 

- Do not pronounce judgement before the Lord comes (4:5 ) 

- Be imitators of Paul ( 4:16 ) 

5.  How does the author motivate the reader/audience or make his appeal? 

- Establishing what matters first (identity in Christ - 1:4-9 ) 

- Direct calling out what’s wrong ( e.g., 1:11 ) 

- Pointing to the bigger principle, truth (e.g., 1:17 ) 

- Quoting Scripture (e.g., 1:19 ) 

- Authenticity and humility of Paul (e.g., 2:1-2 ) 

- Reasoned argument, rhetorical questions (e.g., 1:20-25 ) 

- Stronger corrective tone ( e.g., 3:1-3 ) 

6.  What does this passage tell us about God’s people, and/or life in this world?  

- Our agreement and unity in Christ matters (1:10 ) 

- The world cannot understand the wisdom of God ( 1:22-23 ) 

- Our faith rests in the wisdom and power of God (2:5 ) 

- This age is not final, God’s kingdom will be established (2:6 ) 

- It is possible to be spiritual infants, not leaning into the Spirit not the flesh (3:1) 

- The church is God’s temple ( 3:16 ) 

- We should not go beyond what is written in Scripture (4:6 ) 

- We should learn the way of humility when we are wronged (4:10-13 ) 

- We should seek to follow those who model faithful living (4:16 ) 


